THE ONLY REAL ANSWER! 
JESUS SAID OF HIMSELF, 
“I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE!”
    This is now our seventh tract to you, and our hope is that you have read at least one of the series. If you have, then we also hope you may have been helped, at least in some way, to find Jesus Christ, either for the first time as your Savior and Lord, or to re-discover him as "a friend who sticks closer than a brother." (Pro.18:24)

    In this letter the Lord has laid it on our hearts to encourage those of you who know Jesus as your Lord, Savior and Friend, to ask yourselves a couple of questions. 
    First, what are you doing with the treasure you have received? (Matt.25:14-30) 
    Second, what has the Word to say about how you should be occupied? (2Pet.3:11-12)

    We'll take the second question first. Just what does the Word say we should be doing? If we read through our bibles we will find that, while there are many things which are commanded, yet they’re all summed up in one word, 'love’. And one of the most important acts of love, if not the most important, is prayer. We surely can’t fail to be struck by the vast array of people, situations and things we’re exhorted to pray for.

    There are so many examples in the Word, but we'll just take a few. We won’t try to write them out, instead we'll just give you the references for you to look up for yourself. Please do!

    They are: a) 1Tim.2:1-6 (our government, all in authority), b) 2Thess.3:1-2 (those who preach the Gospel), c) 1Thess.1:2 (all Christians), d) Col.4:3 (the unsaved), e) Phi1.4:6-7 (ourselves).

    The first question, "What are you doing with the treasure you've received?" can only be answered by you. Please be honest with yourself.

    We find as we read the Word that there are also two different prayer situations contained there, i.e. praying alone in our own 'private place' where no one can see, except our Father, (Matt.6:6) and 'group prayer'. (Acts 1:12-14)  
    First, when talking about a 'private place' we don’t mean a physically private one necessarily, but rather the one of total privacy within our own heart or spirit. (1Cor.6:19-20) This form of prayer is to continue at all times, (Eph.6:18) not just on special occasions. 
    The importance of being alone with God was shown to us by Jesus himself. He went off alone on many occasions, and even spent whole nights in prayer in this way. (Matt.l4:23) Private prayer is meant to be between our Father and us, as individuals. No one else should know about it. And we will exhort you to continue steadfastly in it. (Col.4:2)

    Of course it can be important to have special prayer times. The prophet Daniel shut himself in his room three times a day, (Dan.6:10) facing Jerusalem, the earthly Jerusalem that is, which was a pre-figuration of the heavenly one, where our Father is with Jesus at his right hand and where our attention needs to be focused. We’re told to "set our minds on the things above - where Christ is seated at the right hand of God." (Col.3:1-2)

    The second prayer situation is that of 'group prayer’. Jesus said "where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am in the midst of them.” (Matt.l8:20) Immediately before that he said, "Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven." (Matt. 18:19) 
    Here we have a guarantee which our God and Father has put in writing. If we will only come together, making sure we are of one mind, we will receive what we ask, always providing of course that we remember the Word which says, "This is the confidence we have in him, that if we ask anything in accordance with his will we know he hears us, and if we know that he hears us we know we have received our request." (1Jh.5:14-15) How can we possibly say that we love him if it is not our greatest delight to please him in everything we do? (Jh.l4:15)

    How willing we should be to come together to ask for the lives (salvation) of the members of our families, our friends and even our enemies! Surely we can’t fail to be excited at the prospect. We urge you in Jesus' name, and for his sake, to find someone close by, with whom you can come together at least once a month in this way, but our aim should surely be to do this as often as possible.

    Now is the time to begin to pray for your husband or wife, son or daughter, neighbor or friend. Tomorrow may be too late. But before coming together with other Christians, we cannot urge you too strongly to read your bible daily, even if it is only one chapter at a time, it's at least a start, and our God and Father will cause it to bear fruit for him. If we know this great God, then this must surely be our principle reason for living, to bear fruit, much fruit, and so bring glory to him. (Jh.l5:8, Rom.7:4)

    We pray that the Word of God, which "is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword,” may pierce to our innermost being and cause us to become living and active, just as it is. (Heb.4:12)

    As we said at the start of this letter, it is the final one of the series but still we repeat, if there is anything you would like to share or ask, please feel free to contact us:
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